
          Sacred Music for Liturgies in the Diocese of Jefferson City 

Survey for Parishioners 
 
 

This questionnaire will help us to better understand your assessments on and opinions about the sacred music at the 
parish that you primarily attend.  Your individual response is important.  Please respond by marking an “X” in the 
appropriate boxes below.  If a question does not apply to you, please leave it blank. This survey is for parishioners who 
do not currently participate in the parish’s music ministry. Please visit the online survey for other roles. 

You can complete the survey online via this secure link: https://bit.ly/musicdjc or scan QR code, 
choosing “Parishioner” in Q1.2:  

For the purposes of this survey, sacred music is defined as music created for use in Catholic liturgy. 
 

 

Your parish’s name:  
 

Please use these responses for questions 1 to 16 below.  

1=Needs improvement 3=Good 

2=Fair    4=Excellent 

Blank=Don’t Know or Not Applicable 
 
Please consider these aspects of parish life in your parish 

1 2 3 4  

£ £ £ £ 1.  Reverence of the worship experience 

£ £ £ £ 2.  People’s participation in worship 

£ £ £ £ 3.  Incorporating ethnic and cultural 

traditions in worship 

£ £ £ £ 4.  Encouragement of parishioners to 

volunteer to share their musical gifts 

in the music ministry 
 

Please consider these aspects of your parish’s sacred music 

1 2 3 4  

£ £ £ £ 5.  The overall quality of the music at 

weekend Masses 

£ £ £ £ 6.  The musical instruments available at 

the parish 

£ £ £ £ 7.  The quality of preparedness by the 

music group (i.e., instrumentalists and 

vocalists) 

£ £ £ £ 8.  The quality of leadership of the music 

director/volunteer coordinator, if 

applicable 

£ £ £ £ 9.  Song selection 

£ £ £ £ 10.  Inclusion of the ethnic and cultural 

traditions of groups at your parish in 

its selection of music 

£ £ £ £ 11.  Hymnal or songbook 

£ £ £ £ 12.  Choir 

£ £ £ £ 13.  Parish effort to encourage the 

congregation to sing 

£ £ £ £ 14.  People’s participation in singing at 

Masses 

£ £ £ £ 15.  The sound system for your worship 

space 

£ £ £ £ 16.  The availability and quality of hearing 

assistance devices 

 

Please use these responses for questions 17 to 24 below.  

1=Do Not Agree at All     3=Agree 

2=Somewhat Agree      4=Strongly Agree 

Blank=Don’t Know or Not Applicable 

 
How much do you agree with the following about sacred 
music at your parish? 

1 2 3 4  

£ £ £ £ 17.  The quality of the music ministry draws 
me to come to this parish 

£ £ £ £ 18.  The music chosen at Mass is easily sung 
by the congregation 

£ £ £ £ 19.  Masses at the parish have a mixture of 
musical styles 

£ £ £ £ 20.  Masses at the parish all have the same 
musical style 

£ £ £ £ 21.  There is a weekend Mass for those who 
prefer little or no music 

£ £ £ £ 22.  I see the majority of those in the pews 
singing along at weekend Masses 

£ £ £ £ 23.  It is easy for me to find the songs at 
Mass 

£ £ £ £ 24.  I would consider a different place of 
worship if I did not like the music in this 
parish 

 
Please use these responses for questions 25 to 31 below.  

1=Do Not Agree at All     3=Agree 

2=Somewhat Agree      4=Strongly Agree 

              Blank=Don’t Know or Not Applicable  
 
How much do you agree with the following about sacred 
music? 
1 2 3 4  
£ £ £ £ 25.  Music is a very important part of the 

Mass experience 
£ £ £ £ 26.  The lyrics are an important expression 

of the Catholic faith 
£ £ £ £ 27.  The lyrics of church songs are more 

important than the melody 
£ £ £ £ 28.  I prefer Masses with no music 
£ £ £ £ 29.  I prefer Masses where I can sing a lot 
£ £ £ £ 30.  I prefer Masses with a capella music 
£ £ £ £ 31.  I prefer Masses with more chant or 

Latin 

https://bit.ly/musicdjc


 

 

 

Please use these responses for questions 32 to 39 below.  
    1=Do Not Agree at All     3=Agree 

    2=Somewhat Agree      4=Strongly Agree 

        Blank=Don’t Know or Not Applicable  

 
How much do you agree with the following about sacred 
music? 

1 2 3 4  
£ £ £ £ 32.  I prefer Masses with praise and 

worship music 

£ £ £ £ 33.  I prefer Masses with various 
instrumentation (e.g., guitar, piano, 
etc.) 

£ £ £ £ 34.  I think that the congregation should 
sing along with every song 

£ £ £ £ 35.  I would like more incorporation of 
songs in other languages (e.g., 
Spanish, Korean, Swahili) for the 
ethnic groups present in our parish 

£ £ £ £ 36.  I would like a common repertoire 
sung at all parishes in the Diocese 

£ £ £ £ 37.  I would like common Mass settings 
(i.e., Gloria, Holy Holy Holy, 
Memorial Acclamation, Lamb of 
God) sung at all parishes in the 

Diocese 

£ £ £ £ 38.  I think that some types of musical 
instruments are more appropriate 
for Mass than others 

£ £ £ £ 39.  The Diocese should forbid use of 
music by composers who have been 
found by his or her diocesan bishop 
or competent authority to be 

credibly accused of sexual abuse 
 
40. Your local Zip code is: _____________ 

41. Year you were born: ____________ (4-digit year) 

42. You are:  £  1. Male £  2. Female  

43. Please check all that apply.  
£ I am registered in this parish 
£ This parish is my primary place of worship 
£ This parish is my primary place of worship when 

I am in this area 
£ I currently live closer to another parish 

44. How many years have you been attending this 
parish? Please select only one. 
£ Less than 1 year         
£ 2-4 years 
£ 5-9 years                    
£ 10 years or more 
£ I am visiting this parish 

 

 

45. What best describes you? Please select only one. 
£ Active Catholic since birth 
£ Returned Catholic 
£ Catholic convert 
£ Inactive Catholic 
£ Non-Catholic 

46. Aside from weddings and funerals, about how often 
do you currently attend Mass? 
£ More than once a week  
£ Every week 
£ Almost every week 
£ Once or twice a month 
£ A few times a year 
£ Never or rarely 

47. What is your primary racial or ethnic identity? 
Please select only one. 
£ American Indian or Alaska Native 
£ Asian, Pacific Islander 
£ Black, African American, African 
£ Hispanic, Latino(a) 
£ White, Anglo, Caucasian 
£ Mixed or Other   

 

48. What prevents you from being involved in the 

music ministry in your parish? 

 

49. Is there anything else you would like to share 

about sacred music in your parish? 

Thank you for completing this survey! 

If you have completed this survey outside the Mass, 

please return it by one of the following ways before 

February 3rd, 2025: 

1) Drop it off in the box in the church 

2) Mail it to CARA, 2300 Wisconsin Ave. NW, Suite 

400A, Washington, DC  20007 

3) Scan it and email it to CARA at 

cara@georgetown.edu  

4) Fax it to CARA at 202-687-8083 

 

Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate 

2300 Wisconsin Ave NW, Suite 400A, Washington, DC 20007 

Email: CARA@georgetown.edu, Phone: (202) 687-8080 

Fax: (202) 687-8083 

©2025 CARA, All rights reserved. 


