Pastor’s Pen: A Time to Call Part 2

Next weekend, throughout the Diocese of Jefferson City, we will be engaging in the
Called By Name program. We will ask parishioners to look among their own as to who they see
as those who should be thinking about the seminary of religious life. We did this many years
ago.

Now that we are doing this again, people might wonder what are the qualities that set a
person out as maybe warranting such thought. Because most people either are only attached
to the parish through what Mass they go to or really don’t know the youth of a parish,
participation is low and the names offered are scattershot. Usually, | can tell who was serving
that weekend by the names that show up. Some will use the moment as a way of grinding their
axes by offering names they know have not the freedom to pursue such a call. First, don’t do
that. Second, | want to give people ample time to think about and pray about what names they
offer.

So what are the qualities we are looking for? We are asking these young men and
women to be leaders in our parishes and institutions. Keep in mind two things: A) We are talking
about having the raw material as opposed to be a finished product and B) We will have to
nominate mere human beings and not angels. Leadership is NOT specific to priesthood and
religious life, but is a necessary component..

Part of what we are doing with our retreats is building up leadership qualities by focusing
on the virtues. This is a prerequisite for forming BOTH our future lay and clergy leaders. It is
the same base. What makes for a good leader in a family or secular institution is the same
qualities that make for a good priest or religious. | know that complicates things a bit, but
nurturing leadership is important.

Also, we should look at other traits and qualities that are in their nascent stages: a
seriousness about faith (again, all Catholics should possess this), a desire for service, and one
more prone to stand out in a crowd as opposed to melding into it.

You'll notice | said seminary and not priesthood. Seminary is where one goes to discern
priesthood in the same way that courtship is what one does to discern marriage. Not all who go
to the seminary become priests. That's okay. Sometimes the answer to discernment is ‘not
this.’

We need to cultivate these calls as the Church suffers without them. It is hard to not get
all doom and gloom when we play the decreasing numbers game. Let’s not go there. Let’s look
at what can be as opposed to what we fear is inevitable. Our choices to engage in the present
directly correlate to our future. | would rather look ahead with well founded hope.

So, this week pray about what names should go there. Don’t be afraid. Don’t cultivate
fear and dread. There are young men and women who fit that bill. Be sure the names are



people who are free to engage. WE need this. Generations down the road need this. Let’'s do
our part.

From the diocese:

Next weekend throughout the diocese is Called By Name Sunday: an initiative of the
Diocese of Jefferson City Vocations Office that celebrates God’s call to each of us to
follow Him in a particular way. Bishop McKnight is encouraging each of us to take this
time to not only acknowledge the call given to each heart to be holy and fully in
relationship with the One who made it, but also to consider the fact that the One who
calls might be asking us to be His voice to others.

1. Be open to God'’s call. For those who are able — be open to the call to the
priesthood or religious life. These vocations are beautiful gifts both to the
Church and to those who are called. So be open, and be courageous if
you hear the call.

2. Spend time this week thinking about someone in our parish who God
may be calling to the priesthood or religious life — someone with the
qualities that you would want in your priest or religious sister.

Next week at all of the Masses, we will have cards for you to share that person’s name
and contact information. Bishop McKnight and our Vocation Director, Fr. Paul Clark,

will then send them a letter of encouragement along with Fr. Clark’s contact information
should they wish to follow up.

God is the one who calls, but He often uses our voice of encouragement and invitation to
do so. With your help, we can make this Called By Name Sunday a great success that
will bear fruit in our diocese for generations to come. May we be His voice!

Thank you for your openness and generous participation.



