Pastor’s Pen: A Matter of Survival: Evangelization

From the moment of His birth until the day of His ascension, the life of Christ centered
on the proclamation of something new. Two groups, shepherds and magi, play heavily in the
stories surrounding Christmas. On the night of His birth, the first evangelists, the host of angels,
proclaim to the shepherds out in the fields the birth of the Messiah. Some time after, magi from
the east come bearing Him gifts to signify His priestly (frankincense), prophetic (myrrh), and
kingly (gold) role as the Messiah; something that was revealed to them from above. The
shepherds, the representatives of the Jews and the Magi, the representatives of the gentiles
had the beginnings of a gospel preached to them before the child could speak.

After Jesus had completed His mission on earth, he charged His followers with a great
commission on the day of the Ascension, “Go, therefore, and make disciples of the nations.
Baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Teach them all that |
taught you.” (Mathew 28:18-20a) In between these two points, Jesus left a body of teaching
called the Gospel and left us avenues of grace in the sacraments so that we had the means of
continuing what began on that night in Bethlehem and stretches until He comes again in glory.
These are the talents he speaks of in the Gospel parables. This is the pearl of great price and
great treasure.

But let’s be honest. The proclamation of the Gospel has fallen on hard times. Despite
the great advances in media, the proclamation of the Gospel has taken a backseat in most
Catholics' lives. The clarion call on the day of the Ascension has been drowned out by the siren
calls of the world. Our day to day lives are drowned in noise, distractions, and poorly chosen
priorities. Our society has been the worse for it. Our parishes don’t empty for want of people,
but for want of following the great commission of Christ. It has been like this for many decades.

Yet, there are so many that hunger for truth. They bounce from one false prophet to
another, finding only exhaustion instead of peace. Those false prophets have infused cynicism
in them about faith. In lieu of a cohesive narrative from us ( as if there is a lack of a cohesive
narrative in the Gospel), false narratives flood them from the media. Too many times the media
has done a better job of mis-evangelization than we have of evangelization. They lie about the
truth better than we defend it. We are too busy to defend it with our worldly pursuits. Were it up
to modern Catholics (clergy and laity), neither the shepherds or magi would ever find Christ.

Thankfully, we are seeing an uptick in men and women who sees the necessity of
evangelization. St John Paul Il pushed for a new evangelization; an evangelization that started
with driving the lukewarmness and learned ignorance from the pews. The likes of clerics like
Bishop Barron and Fr. Schmitz started getting on media and pushing the truth. Mother Angelica
saw it and responded with founding what is EWTN. The Augustine Institute, among others,
started corralling the brightest Catholic minds of our age and putting together a strong media
presence through online platforms like Formed. The media world is populated with mostly lay
evangelists and their podcasts who are joining the fray. But most catholics are more likely to
watch a NFL game than go to these forums. A catholic who is more interested in being



entertained than in engaging in the mission is the wicked servant who buries his talent and
expects the master’s favor. The parable lets us know in no uncertain terms that this doesn’t end
well.

This pains me. It pains me because | know there are many in our towns and families
who are searching. They are exhausted and isolated. We have the truth. If you read that and
find it arrogant, then you have bought the world’s narrative about our faith. We don’t let those
who hate us define us.

Evangelization is our core mission. It works, It has worked since the heavenly hosts
proclaimed the Good news to the shepherds to this day. It works if we allow it.

However, most have no clue what it means. It is not entirely their fault. Over the last
century we have done a miserable job of teaching it. | mean to rectify this. After we get back in
the new year, we are focusing on this core mission of the Church. Once again, | am delving into
Formed. For Java and Jesus, we are going to use the Lectio presentation on Evangelization. |
want to find other venues for this as well.

This is important.
Why?

If national averages hold true, between Macon and Shelby counties, there are over
21,000 people. On average, about half are what we call unchurched. That is, they belong to no
faith. So, that is around 10,000 or so people. Every 1% of that number is 100 people. 100
souls. Think just 100 doesn’t change the dynamic of our parishes? Yes,some are shepherds
and some are magi. | do believe both groups had the gospel proclaimed to them, no? We are
not running a country club. The last three popes have all likened the Church to a field hospital.
If we just had the people on our rolls come to Church, we could fill the Church and then some.

Our church is not emptying because of a lack of people (demographics). It is a lack of
will to engage. That needs to change. By the grace of the Holy Spirit it will. The status quo has

gotten us to this point. We cannot be comfortable with the loss of any souls.

Jesus gave us a mission. It is time we start getting about the business of doing it.



