Pastor’s Pen: Bearing With One Another

Right now, we live in a highly polarized society. There are so many us versus them
scenarios. That polarization is amped up even more with one of the most contentious elections
in history. One can barely turn on the TV or social media and not get flooded with a deluge of
opinions that usually tell us who we are supposed to hate. This finds its way into our churches
and parishes. In the midst of all of this we, as Catholics, are supposed to be a marked
difference. When the darkness is at its darkness, the light must shine at its brightest.

Core to this is where we find our core identity. As parishes, that core must be a
reflection of the love that flows from and binds the Trinity. St. Paul, in his famous description of
this love (known as ‘agape’ in the Greek) in | Corinthians 13:4-7, states: “Love is patient, love
is kind. It is not jealous, [love] is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not
seek its own interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury, it does not
rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. It bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things.” St Paul does not say it easy. Nor does he say
it is comfortable. However, it is the only goal we as followers of Jesus Christ can have if we
authentically follow. In light of all of heightened polarization, | want to make a plea to all of us to
be a light. Let’'s go over this passage.

“Love is patient.” Love seeks the good of the other, it is willing to let their gifts and
abilities bloom. It is willing to address weaknesses with a sense of healing. Too many times we
see someone do something wrong and we simply go right into judgment and condemnation.
Each of us requires a great deal of patience from God. | do. In Matthew 18:21-35, we have a
parable about a person who owed a price beyond their ability to pay and who was forgiven that
debt as an act of mercy. This same person who asked for patience has none for a fellow
servant who owes much less. The parable ends with the first servant being shown the lack of
mercy that he had for others. Patience is an act of mercy. It would be easy for me as a pastor
to simply throw people out who don’t measure up. It would be wholly contrary to my call. It is for
all of us. It is to our parishes and all of its ministries.

“Love is kind.” Love is disposed to the good of the other. It wants what is good for the
other. Sometimes that means holding people to a standard that is to their own good. Never mix
up kindness with enabling sin. Sometimes it means self-sacrifice for the good of someone else.
It means suppressing one's temper so that another might develop. This is especially true with
children. The person who is merciful will be kind.

“It is not jealous, pompous, inflated, or rude.” Love puts the good of the other as
primary. Not just friends or family members. It doesn’t see the good of another as somehow a
diminishment of their own good. It is other-centered. It is not concerned for its own comfort, but
willingly and joyfully surrenders comfort and ease if it helps another. Think of Jesus hanging on
the Cross.



“It does not seek its own interest.” A large part of how the world has been so effective at
polarizing us in so many ways is to appeal to us in protecting our own self-interest. The more
self-interested we become, the more divisive we become. The more self-centered we become,
the less patient and kind we become. The more self-centered we are, the less we care about
the welfare of others, especially when that neediness is plopped on our door. Thank be to God
that He wasn't self-interested. At best we would have no redeemer and at worst we would have
been destroyed. That God still calls us and wants us, acts against His self-interest.

“It is not quick tempered.” Ah, yes. Too often most have the temperament of the Queen
of Hearts from Alice in Wonderland, “OFF WITH THEIR HEADS!” Kid acts up ...get rid of them.
Person isn’t tithing, boot them out. So and so made an error, fire them now. The patience we
presume upon comes in short supply. This describes most of the conventional media and social
media nowadays. As a pastor, many times, | have had to withhold action and see how things
unfold. We are dealing with human souls here. We have to be cautious. | have spent the
better part of three decades trying to repair wounds caused by the quick tempered. Checking
our anger is important if we are to follow Christ.

“It does not brood over injury.” In other words, it forgives. It doesn’t hold grudges. It
doesn’t seek vengeance. Like Christ from the Cross, love bids us to forgive and to seek
reconciliation. The one who broods over injury seldom sees the injury they cause to others.
Worse yet, they justify it. Over the years, | have noticed those who don’t use or underuse the
sacrament of reconciliation are the first to call for other people’s heads. Forgiveness heals.

“It does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.” What is the truth? Jesus
calls Himself the truth. The truth is inseparable from love. The truth is we can be forgiven and
we can forgive. The truth is mercy binds us and heals all wounds. The truth is that mercy and
compassion we show is the mercy and compassion we will be shown. We live in a ‘gotcha’
culture where we look for reasons to condemn. As followers of Christ, we look for and nurture
the good in each other.

“It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” Love is
oriented in finding and nurturing the good in others. It looks beyond the past and to the future.
It never places the person beyond the ability or necessity for conversion. It lets people change.
It encourages it. It sees the power of God’s grace to transform.

These are the principles | operate under. It is difficult. It requires me to be fair, impartial,
and suppress my emotional responses to people and events. There are days | would love the
luxury of exploding and venting who attack me and what | believe. However, | daily remind
myself of the standard Jesus sets and regularly go to confession for those times when | fail. All
| ask is for each of us to try to do so as well.



