Novena Prayer for the Electorate
Mercy, Respect, Civility

In a contentious political atmosphere, Christians are called to come together and help foster a sense
of peace and unity in society. By making time for intentional prayer, we open ourselves to the grace of
God, asking for His guidance, wisdom, and the ability to promote civility in public discourse,

The Most Reverend W. Shawn McKnight, Bishop of jefferson City, is inviting Catholics across cur
diocese to unite in prayer in the nine days leading up to the November 5, 2024, General Election.
By joining in this Novena, we will help cultivate a spirit of mercy in ourselves and in our communities,
praying for compassion, understanding, and respect for one another — especially when opinions differ,

With respect for the sanctity of all human life, our participation in this Novena will remind us of the
dignity of every human person and call for society to move forward in a way that reflects peace, justice,
charity, and the common good.

This special prayer should be prayed by alt the faithful, individually in their homes, at Mass, and at other
forms of common prayer in church, throughout the nine days of prayer.

Begin with the daily petition (on the opposite page) Learnmore at E A
and conclude with the Novena Prayer, diojeffcity.org/ HE

as given below: electorate-novena

Novena Prayer ™ TR ﬁ
Gracious and loving God, - By i
let your Spirit be with us today.

Hear our prayers and increase within us
the will to follow your Son, Jesus.

Help us to draw on the resources of our faith
as we use the opportunities of our democracy
to shape a society more respectful of the life,
dignity, and rights of the human person,
especially the poor and vuinerable.

We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, _ -~
Who lives and reigns with you : CESE |

in the communion of the Holy Spirit, jaffet'son City

God, forever and ever. Amen.



