Pastor's Pen: More thoughts from the Trail

As | wrote at the end of the Pastor's pen for last week, this week’s is being
written at the same time as the previous column. They flow from one another. In the
last column, | wrote about how God places within us a “God-sized hole” so that we strive
for Him and allow Him to fill that abyss with his deep love for us. He makes us complete.
| wrote about how sin and sorrow can bring division and doubt; but how God uses His
grace to rebind and give us strength. Why is it important that we allow God to do so?

The primary reason is that the relationship with God (or lack thereof} informs and
replicates in our human bonds and relationships. Going back to the Dr. Haidt book i
mentioned last week, even though he is a professed atheist, he cannot get around how
the breakdown of spirituality (fueled more so by social media and smart devices) has
profound implications for the society in which we live. The more disembodied our reality
becomes, the more the tapestry of society flies apart. When we attempt to fill the God-
sized hole with the things of this world, everything and everyone becomes a means to
that end. Everything is judged by what it does for me. Even the role of religion is judged
by such a standard. All relationships, even with God Himself, become a means of self-
satisfaction. That is why many turn to the Divine Physician to be entertained and not
cured. They mistakenly think it is one and the same.

The more self-consumed we become, the more anxious and frustrated we
become. Trying to fill the hole with that which cannot do so breeds anger and frustration
with God and with everyone else around us. By the same token, when we allow God to
fill that hole, it also breeds a fulfillment and joy that expresses itseif in every other
relationship.

This is at the core of the stewardship way of life that the diocese has been talking
about for the last several years. Stewardship is a natural result of allowing God to fill the
God-sized hole. Fulfiliment and joy born of thanksgiving is as infectious as a baby’s
laugh. It is a simple yet profound joy that gives witness. It is a beacon in the midst of
the storms that plague us in life. The love given us that fulfills us will spur us to bring
others into that same relationship. For example, when the Samaritan woman at the well
allowed Jesus to give her that eternal spring of water to sate her longing, her immediate
response was to go back into the village and tell others. It is an interesting side note,
brought up in Brant Pitre’s book “Jesus the Bridegroom” that in the Scriptures, wells
were where men oftentimes met prospective wives (Isaac, Jacob, Moses). Jesus sees
in the muiltiple time married woman a person in need of such a relationship. She should
have been the last person called; however the mission of Christ to bring us all into an
eternal covenant bond with God was to be extended to even the most broken among us.



