


Public Masses Suspended Immediately 
A message from Bishop W. Shawn McKnight | March 17, 2020 
 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

I know you join me in concern for all who are being affected by the rapid spread of the coronavirus. 
Today, I am announcing that all public Masses will be suspended in the Diocese of Jefferson City, 
beginning on Wednesday, March 18 and until at least April 3. 

This is in keeping with the federal directives and other public entities in our area. We offer this 
decision as part of our effort to help stem the spread of the coronavirus. 

This means all Catholics are dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass in person. Online 
opportunities are listed on our website, and some parishes will be able to provide online Masses. 
Catholics are encouraged to check with their local parish regarding online Masses. 

In addition, parishes have been instructed to make the following changes, beginning March 18: 

All public gatherings are cancelled or postponed. This includes public weddings. More information on 
baptisms, funerals and other liturgical protocols can be found here. 

 Confirmation Masses will be rescheduled to be celebrated after Easter Sunday. 

 During this time, churches will remain open as places of prayer and comfort. Priests will be 
available in the parishes to offer anointing of the sick and other sacraments. You are encouraged to 
seek the sacrament of anointing of the sick before you go to the hospital, if possible. 

I ask you to be mindful of your responsibility to serve the community in your time, talent and 
treasure in this extraordinary hour of need. You may register your volunteer capacity on our 
website. Parishes are organizing disaster responder teams to serve those immediately impacted by 
the coronavirus pandemic. Please continue your tithes to your parishes by postal mail or online, if 
the parish offers that option. 

 Diocesan schools, which are suspending in-school instruction from March 18 to April 3, are 
providing ongoing instruction either online or packet-based, on a case-by-case basis. While diocesan 
offices and parish offices will remain open, some employees may work remotely or need to take 
leave to care for themselves or their families. Some parishes may reduce office hours. Regardless, 
all diocesan and parish employees will continue to receive compensation. 

I am grateful to all who are working tirelessly to mitigate the effects of the pandemic. I pray the 
efforts we are doing, as a people of faith, will provide tangible support, encouragement and spiritual 
hope to our communities. 

With prayers for the protection  
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I am, 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Most Rev. W. Shawn McKnight 
Bishop of Jefferson City 
  

  

 
We are needing help forming a Youth Ministry Team for 
Immaculate Conception and Sacred Heart. Our vision would 
be to have a group of people to help with various ministries 
throughout the year. With the arrival of our 3rd child in early 
April and Sarah transitioning to Illinois we are needing help. 
We need volunteers to help Lisa with Confirmation, youth 
group, fundraising, events and retreats, etc. 
 
Youth Group has not been possible as we have had to focus 
efforts on Confirmation this year. If anyone is interested in 
picking that up it would be much appreciated. 
 
If you have questions, comments, or ideas please feel free 
to reach out. I appreciate any help, insight, and prayers! 
 
Please pray for those that would be great leaders for our 
youth and contact us if you have any questions. 
Tyler May 660-415-7816 and Lisa May 660-415-7817. Thank 
you. 
 
Tyler & Lisa May 

Ladies of I C parish, if you have not paid 
your $10 dues yet for this year, we would 
sure appreciate you doing so. If you do not 
have an envelope for this, just put in a plain 
envelope marked for IC Altar Society and 
the collection counters will pass on to me. 
Thank you. 
Jeanette 

https://diojeffcity.org/blog/2020/03/14/online-masses-and-liturgical-resources/
https://diojeffcity.org/blog/2020/03/13/liturgical-protocols-for-public-health-safety/
https://diojeffcity.org/blog/2020/03/13/liturgical-protocols-for-public-health-safety/
https://diojeffcity.org/parish-disaster-responders-team-volunteer-form/
https://diojeffcity.org/parish-disaster-responders-team-volunteer-form/
https://diojeffcity.org/blog/2020/03/13/prayer-to-the-immaculate-heart-of-mary-for-protection-from-the-coronavirus/
https://diojeffcity.org/blog/2020/03/13/prayer-to-the-immaculate-heart-of-mary-for-protection-from-the-coronavirus/


                        
Stewardship of Treasure 
Immaculate Conception 

 

      
 

Thank You 

Budget Goal -- Fiscal Year $234,000.00 

Offertory (Actual)  Fiscal Year to Date $213,753.80 

Difference -($202,246.20) 

  
Budget Goal -- Per Month $39,000.00 

March Offertory   
Monthly Total to Date 

$14,792.80 

Difference -($24,207.20) 

Week 1           March 01, 2020 $6,760.00 

Week 2           March 08, 2020 $4,991.30 

Week 3           March 15, 2020 $3,041.50 

Week 4           March 22, 2020  

Week 5          March 29, 2020  

Monthly Electronic Funds  
(Direct Deposit on 15th monthly) 

$2,790.00 

  
Building & Maintenance  $10,550.03 

 
Stewardship of Treasure 

SACRED HEART 

      
 

Thank You 

Budget Goal Fiscal Year $52,800.00 

Offertory (Actual) Fiscal Year to Date $30,985.00 

Difference -($21,815.00) 

  
Budget Goal Per Month $4,400.00 

March Offertory   
Monthly Total to Date 

$1,899.00 

Difference ($2,501.00) 

Week 1           March 01, 2020 $1,499.00 

Week 2           March 08, 2020 $337.00 

Week 3           March 15, 2020 $153.00 

Week 4           March 22, 2020  

Week 5           March 29, 2020  

 Dear Immaculate Conception and Sacred Heart Parishioners, 

 

As Masses have been cancelled please note the following cancellations as well: 

 Immaculate Conception School will be out from Wednesday, March 18 and will return to school on 
Monday, April 6. 

 
 On Tuesday, March 24th--there will be no Penance Service. HOWEVER, Fr. Ben w ill be available 

for confessions  from 6pm to 8pm. He will remain behind the screen in order to keep confessions 
anonymous. If you come to church PLEASE BE MINDFUL OF ANY OTHERS AND REMAIN 6 FEET 
APART. If you would like to schedule a specific time for confession, please text or call Fr. Ben on his 
cell phone: 573-462-0619. 

 
 Please contact Fr. Ben if you are in need of assistance; anointing of the sick, or if someone is in 

need of last rites at any time of the day. If you or someone you know needs food, supplies, help in 
any way please contact the Rectory. 

 
 Immaculate Conception church (south entrance) will remain open to accommodate private prayers. 

Please remember to remain 6 feet apart from any others who may be in the church as well. 
     PSR/Youth Group/Confirmation/Committees/Group & Organization Meetings are cancelled until  
     further notice. 
 At this time our Quarter Madness Fundraising Event has been cancelled with possibly rescheduling        
     at a later date. 
It is vital that you keep in mind that the function/business of the parishes 
and school will continue, we will still need to make payroll and pay our bills. 
Please keep tithing—please do not withhold your contributions. You are 
welcome to place them through the mail slot located on the rectory door or 
mail them to: 402 North Rollins Street, Macon, Mo 63552. 

Fr. Ben sends his blessings and prayers to everyone during this unsettling time. He wants each of you to know that he 
will be praying for you, his parishioners, in his private daily mass as well as praying for everyone affected, especially 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Parish Office at: 385-3792 or Fr. Ben directly. 

There will be a few paper copies of the bulletin 
in the front entrance of the church. Please share 

the bulletin information to those who have no 
access to obtain a copy or receive email.  



 

 

secretary@icsmaconk8.org 




